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Capitalism’s New Name 


The great industrial corporations and 
financial institutions of America through 
the leadership of the National Manufac- 
turers Association are conducting a nation- 
wide campaign to resell capitalism to the 
American public under the name of free 
enterprise. Do you remember when that 
new cognomen first began to appear? Some 
high-priced advertising copywriters sweated 
long over the order that came from higher 
up to find a new name for capitalism. The 
copywriters performed splendidly and found 
a fitting and apt phrase. 

This “free enterprise” says “capitalism” 
to the American mind in the best sort of 
way, but unfortunately the word is also fill- 
ed with deception. For free enterprise, as 
we think of it, is rot what big business 
means. 

Free enterprise is compatible with the 
Christian message and way of life, far more 
so than socialism as it is practiced in Russia. 
But big business’ “free enterprise” does not 
mean that you can enter the steel business 
on your own, or the lumber or auto-manu- 
facturing industry, or build a railroad. Oh 
no, big business does not mean that. If 
you start to build a new railroad or a new 
oil or steel company, it will break you 
sooner or later, probably sooner. What is 
meant now by free enterprise is that big 
business is to be free to run the steel trans- 
portation, oil and banking activities of the 
country and to control them so that prices 
and profits will not be disturbed. It honestly 
proposes to keep the common people reason- 
ably well fed and cared for—for that’s the 
way to prevent prices and profits from being 
disturbed—but the wealth and control of 
production is to center in the few. 

Make no mistake about that. When in 
your newspapers, magazines and radio and 
on your neighborhood billboards you daily 
see and hear glowing build-ups for a free 
enterprise, it doesn’t mean what the Chris- 
tian mind thinks of and believes in as de- 
mocratic free enterprise. 


If you doubt this, consult the federal 
government’s Department of Justice with its 
many recent court records of criminal and 
illegal monopolistic practices many of which 
we have reported to you from time to time. 


Lately the program to sell capitalism to 
America has even entered the pulpits and 
church organizations. Outstanding pastors 
are being utilized by “Front Organizations” 
set up and financed by the monopoly groups. 
Watch for these activities in your com- 
munity and discuss them with your study 
groups and Christian friends ;—not in bitter- 
ness, for America has no room for bitter- 
ness between classes, but in a spirit of Chris- 
tian fearlessness to discern truth. 


Free enterprise, based on Christian 
character and God-directed responsibility 
for possessions and social relations, is what 
the true Christian layman is working for, 
but that is a far cry from the monopolistic 
control of the nation’s resources and means 
of production by the few which has in- 
creasingly been the trend of America’s 
economic life. 


Behind the Diplomatic Front 


There are some things going on behind the diplomatic front that you™are not being 
told about. Russia is now openly showing a decided unwillingness to cooperate with 
London and Washington on post war peace plans. As we have informed our readers 
for many months this has been the inside Moscow attitude all long, and the little 
diplomatic game of drop-the-handkerchief between Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin has 
been a parlor game to give the United Nations’ propaganda front the proper party 
atmosphere. 

Inside circles in Washington say that Roosevelt has been very sincere in the effort 
to work out some united peace plan but Stalin dislikes the British (Churchill in par- 
ticular) and the British fear the Russian post war influence on the future of Empire 
investments in the Near and Far East. 

In spite of all the magnitude given in our papers to allied fighting around the 
Mediterranean, Moscow is still calling it “window dressing”, not acceptable as a second 
front ... after all, less than 500,000 are fighting in the Mediterranean and that is only 
a fraction of the millions engaged in a battle to the death on the eastern front. 

The Russians do not believe that London wants a real second front on Europe’s 
mainland. They feel London is waiting until it can be opened with little cost, so that 
Britain will be sure to emerge strong to face a post war Russia. It is openly admitted 
in Washington that the British American plan is just about geared that way, and the 
Russians are still saying behind their glasses of chai that the original tory idea yet 
prevails in the over-all London policy of managing the war so that Russia and Germany 
will fight it out and exhaust each other, leaving the field to Britain and her restored 
satellites the French. 

The news of the Free German Association in Mosow which has substantiated our 
inside information of the past months concerning the determination of Stalin to go 
his own way, is a blow to the financial aristocracy of both England and America which 
-_ hoped to rope in Russia with some scheme to maintain the status quo in post war 

urope. 

If Russia refuses to cooperate in a general peace plan, then the chances are very 
strong that American-British unity will be too weak to hold out against the tug of 
national self-interest when the fighting is over. (Already there have been bitter 
speeches in Parliament concerning the new American air supremacy and the ever in- 
creasing American merchant marine that definitely threatens to replace the former sea 
trade supremacy of England.) We will then return to the old system of dog-eat-dog 
nationalism which wili inevitably bring on 2 general post war depression with its un- 
employment, hunger and general human m.sery. At that point, R ‘ssia, w-.h state 
collectivism, will have no unemployment but will have great far-reacning reconstruc- 
tion and improvement programs under way throughout a vast socialistic continent to 
hold up in contrast to the misery of the workers of the capitalistic countries. 

Of course all of this will be prettied up with conferences, treaties and agreements 
as in the past but we believe this is exactly what Stalin is cunningly working toward, 
and we submit to our readers’ judgment what effect such a picture will have on the 
free enterprise, monopolistic profit system and the civilization of England with its 8% 
extremely rich and its 70% extremely poor people. 

Our government is not unaware of this danger, hence the proposed new and greater 
WPAs and social security plans upon which the administration is planning to base its 
platform for 1944 elections. 

In the Far East, the general trend of the official news gives the impression that the 
United Nations are cracking major Japanese defenses left and right and that the march 
to Tokyo is on. We trust you are seeing beyond this, for the truth is that we have 
not as yet even touched the major Japanese lines of defense. This is all openly ad- 
mitted and discussed among American military men. The forces of the United Nations 
are fighting bravely and successfully wherever they have contacted the enemy but so 
far we have had nothing more than large scale skirmishes with Japanese rear guard 
action which was thrown out far beyond main line defense areas being built up fran- 
tically against the day when the allied forces will be able to strike in a vital way. We 
will know when we hit the main lines of Japanese defense. It will be a bloody day 
for both sides. 

In the meantime, Japan successfully pushes its political offensive. Burma has been 
granted independence, Shanghai has been handed back to the Chinese after one hun- 
dred years of white exploitation. The Philippines are down for a quick transforma- 
tion to independent native government, all under Japanese supervision, of course. How- 
ever although the Japanese are brutal in war, it looks different to the yellow and brown 
man out there than it does to you. 

You may or may not have seen notices of this in the papers. It gets buried in 
short items or is not printed at all, for the big idea now is to tut-tut all such Japanese 
nonsense ... but if you should spend half an hour chatting in a Chinese embassy or 
consulate, you would realize how blind, how unspeakably blind, our western leaders 
are to the inner tides that are flowing through Asia’s veins. We even have religious 
leaders who still think the missionary should go back with his cork hat and walking 
stick to call the natives, “boy”. 

The missionary is going back all right, he will be more needed than ever, and more 
wanted than ever, provided he is the right kind of missionary. There is great need 
for a rethinking of missions in some quarters. 
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Let Us Understand 


People who are feeding only on the hate-bred, moronic, wartime 
exaggerations need to read this twice! 

Joseph C. Grew, former Ambassador to Japan, recently gave a 
speech at the University of Kentucky which did not receive much 
publicity for obvious reasons. It did not follow the usual prop- 
aganda line, was a particularly interesting speech because it indicated 
that those responsible for wartime propaganda in the government 
are becoming mindful that a workable peace cannot be built upon 
popular hatred of the former enemy, but will require understanding. 
In a report of the address sent out by the uncensored Worldover 
Press, Mr. Grew said of the Japanese, a people he has reason to 
know exceptionally well 

“It is important, both during the war and afterward, for us to 
realize that the common people of Japan, who support their govern- 
ment body and soul, did not seek this war. They do not have for 
us the long- standing hatred which mars the relationships of some 
pairs or groups of western nations. In my many years in Japan 
I found that most of the ordinary men and women of Japan—men 
and women of all classes and of all regions—were friendly toward 
America. They respected our good faith. They honored us for 
our humane, nonaggressive ideals. They showed us time and time 
again a true courtesy and friendliness which in some cases became 
devoted friendship and personal loyalty. Nevertheless, they are 
obedient people and when their government fell into the hands of 
bullies, murderers and fanatics, the ordinary people of Japan con- 
tinued to give their government the same unqualified obedience which 
they had shown their constituted authorities for ages past. 

“These ordinary people are fighting us today. They are fighting 
us with the grim devotion of which they have a.superlative mastery. 
They do not display the irrepressible good humor which lies at the 
heart of China’s immense endurance. They do not possess the grim, 
almost reckless enterprise which we Americans can put into an all- 
out fight. But they do have a respectfulness, a cooperativeness to- 
ward one another, an almost dreadful anxiety to do what they are 
told. These qualities account for the curious paradox that although 
the Japanese, man for man, may well prove to be the hardest enemies 
whom we have to defeat, they promise to be the easiest people with 
whom to make a real peace, provided that we liberate them from 
the braggarts and men of blood who now hold Japan in thrall.” 

The former Ambassador then went on to recount how the Jap- 
ansese people had been literally conquered by the militarists, who 
used terror, deceit and assassination, how the army had started the 
Manchurian war without asking or telling Parliament, the Cabinet 
or the people, and how once that war was started, the Army was 
in a position to appeal to the sentiment, “My country, right or 
wrong !”, which the Japanese, least of all peoples in the world, were 
in a position to deny or disrespect. Mr. Grew further stated that 
the occupation of Manchuria was “a deliberate blow against con- 
stitutionalism in Japan and was the work of militarist radicals who 
realized that every succeeding month of peace was bringing the Jap- 
anese common people closer and closer to the realization of the 
goodness of decent international relationships. If the Army had not 
started Japan on a course of aggression, the constitutionalist and 
peaceful forces might have dislodged the militarists from pivotal 
positions of political power and might have directed Japan’s course 
down the road of international progress, disarmament, and colla- 
boration.” 
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At the time that the struggle for power was going on in Japan 
and the China war was about to begin, most Americans who read 
their newspapers carefully understood the situation as Mr. Grew has 
described it. In recalling these facts at this time when it is the 
fashion to depict all Japanese as incorrigible outlaws who always 
have been and always will be beyond the pale of civilized society, 
Mr. Grew has given us a sharp reminder that war tends to play 
tricks with our memories and our judgment—tricks that will not 
help us build a just peace. 


To Disband Relocation Camps 


For over a year Between the Lines has reported to you the truth 
about the Japanese Relocation Camps and the status of Japanese 
American citizens. Over the protest even of some our readers, we 
have continued to inform you that our government (outside a cer- 
tain clique in the military) is opposed to the whole concentration 
camp treatment of American citizens of Japanese ancestry. 

Between the Lines’ advance interpretation and information has 
recently been substantiated by a report made public by Dillon S. 
Myer, director of the War Relocation Authority. Mr. Myer states 
that while every precaution will be taken for national security, a 
program will soon get under way to segregate “pro-Japan” and “pro- 
American” groups. The relocation centers will be disbanded, the 
loyal Japanese Americans being permitted to work on farms and 
factories and the disloyal Japanese being transferred to a single center 
where 15,000 or 18,000 of them will be detained for the duration. 

Mr. Myer has also revealed that of the 6,500 Japanese listed to 
be returned to Japan on the next trip of the exchange ship Gripsholm, 
at the request of the Japanese government, only ten percent really 
wish to return. The others, Mr. Myers believes, were influenced by 
the idea that “there will be no place for them in this country after 
the war.” Mr. Myer said that the Gripsholm sailing had been de- 
layed because “the Japanese government has insisted on some going 
back who don’t want to go.” 

In regard to the segregation of loyal and disloyal individuals in 
the relocation centers, Mr. Myer said: “We believe that it is pos- 
sible to distinguish between them as well as with other national or 
radical groups. It is not the American way to have children grow 
up behind barbed wire. It is difficult to reconcile democracy with 
barbed wire.’ 

The greatest menace to American democracy has not been from 
our Japanese Americans but from certain types of narrow-souled 
Americans who mouth suggestions as to how to treat “Japs, Jews and 
niggers.” They are the real saboteurs of democracy. 


Problem for Peace 


The WPB has recently issued figures, based on invested capital, 
which show that airplane companies during 1941 made profits from 
war contracts that run anywh: ce from 25% to 94%. Some of the 
nationally-known corporation: studied were Consolida d Airc aft 
(94q@,), North American Aviation (51.06%), Wright Aeronautics 
(45.7% ), Curtis-Wright (41.9%) and Boeing (25@%). 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has released statistics to 
show that the railroads, too, are making enormous profits out of a 
country at war. Profits after taxes show as much as 170% increase 
this year over 1942. 

Such profits will not make it likely that labor will meekly go 
back to a park bench and live on a government dole when the war 
is over. 





